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A Level History student exemplars pack

About this exemplars pack

This pack has been produced to support History teachers delivering the new A Level
History specification (first teaching 2015). Existing exemplar packs for both AS and A
Level can be found on the Edexcel website and further packs will be published as centres
progress through the course.

The pack contains exemplar student responses to A Level History Paper 3:
e Option 36.1: Protest, agitation and parliamentary reform in Britain, c1780-1928.
e Option 36.2: Ireland and the Union, c1774-1923.

It shows real student responses to questions from the Summer 2017 examination series.
The questions covered in this pack address Assessment Objectives 1 and 2.

% in
Students must: GCE
AO1 Demonstrate, organise and communicate knowledge and
understanding to analyse and evaluate the key features
related to the periods studied, making substantiated ce
judgements and exploring concepts, as relevant, of cause,
consequence, change, continuity, similarity, difference and
significance
AO2 Analyse and evaluate appropriate source material, primary
and/or contemporary to the period, within its historical 20
context
AO3 Analyse and evaluate, in relation to the historical context,
different ways in which aspects of the past have been 25
interpreted
Total 100%

Following each question, you will find the mark scheme for the band that the student has
achieved.
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Paper 9HIO_36

Section A

Question 1 and Question 2

Option 36.1: Protest, agitation and parliamentary reform in Britain, c1780-1928
Study Source 1 in the Sources Booklet before you answer this question.

1 Assess the value of the source for revealing the reasons for the opposition to the
Contagious Diseases Acts by the Ladies' Association for the Repeal of the Contagious
Diseases Acts and the nature of the responses to the publication of its manifesto.

Explain your answer, using the source, the information given about its origin and your
own knowledge about the historical context.

Option 36.2: Ireland and the Union, c1774-1923
Study Source 2 in the Sources Booklet before you answer this question.

2 Assess the value of the source for revealing the severity of the conditions experienced
by unskilled urban workers in Ireland and the reasons for the 1913-14 Dublin
general strike.

Explain your answer, using the source, the information given about its origin and your
own knowledge about the historical context.
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This response received 17 marks.

5 17-20 | . Interrogates the evidence of the source in relation to both enquiries with
confidence and discrimination, making reasoned inferences and showing
a range of ways the material can be used, for example by distinguishing
between information and claim or opinion,

» Deploys knowledge of the historical context to illuminate and/or discuss
the limitations of what can be gained from the content of the source
material, displaying secure understanding of the need to interpret
source material in the context of the values and concerns of the society
from which it is drawn.

* Evaluation of the source material uses valid criteria which are justified
and fully applied. Evaluation takes into account the weight the evidence
will bear as part of coming to a judgement and, where appropriate,
distinguishes between the degree of certainty with which aspects of it
can be used as the basis for claims.
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This response received 12 marks.

3 8-12 | . Demonstrates understanding of the source material and shows some
analysis by selecting key points relevant to the question, explaining
their meaning and selecting material to support valid inferences

+ Deploys knowledge of the historical context to explain or support
inferences as well as to expand, confirm or challenge matters of detail.

+ Evaluation of the source material is related to the specified enquiry and
explanation of utility takes into account relevant considerations such as
nature or purpose of the source material or the position of the author.
Judgements are based on valid criteria but with limited justification.

© Pearson Education Ltd 2017 11
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Exemplar response C

Chosen question number: Question1 £l Question2 &
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This response received 7 marks.

2 4-7 * Demonstrates some understanding and attempts analysis of the source
material by selecting and summarising information and making
undeveloped inferences relevant to the question.

+ Contextual knowledge is added to information from the source material
to expand, confirm or challenge matters of detail.

+ Evaluation of the source material is related to the specified enquiry but
with limited support for judgement. Concepts of reliability or utility are
addressed mainly by noting aspects of source provenance and
judgements may be based on questionable assumptions.
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Exemplar response D
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This response received 17 marks.

5 17-20 | . Interrogates the evidence of the source in relation to both enquiries with
confidence and discrimination, making reasoned inferences and showing
a range of ways the material can be used, for example by distinguishing
between information and claim or opinion,

* Deploys knowledge of the historical context to illuminate and/or discuss
the limitations of what can be gained from the content of the source
material, displaying secure understanding of the need to interpret
source material in the context of the values and concerns of the society
from which it is drawn.

» Evaluation of the source material uses valid criteria which are justified
and fully applied. Evaluation takes into account the weight the evidence
will bear as part of coming to a judgement and, where appropriate,
distinguishes between the degree of certainty with which aspects of it
can be used as the basis for claims.
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This response received 13 marks.

4 13-16 | . Analyses the source material, interrogating the evidence to make
reasoned inferences and to show a range of ways the material can be
used, for example by distinguishing between information and claim or
opinion, although treatment of the two enquiries may be uneven.

» Deploys knowledge of the historical context to illuminate and/or discuss
the limitations of what can be gained from the content of the source
material, displaying some understanding of the need to interpret source
material in the context of the values and concerns of the society from
which it is drawn.

» Evaluation of the source material uses valid criteria which are justified
and applied, although some of the evaluation may be weakly
substantiated. Evaluation takes into account the weight the evidence will
bear as part of coming to a judgement.

© Pearson Education Ltd 2017 25
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Section B

Question 3, Question 4, Question 5 and Question 6

Option 36.1: Protest, agitation and parliamentary reform in Britain, c1780-1928
EITHER

3 How accurate is it to say that the threat posed to government by radical reformers, in
the years 1792-1819, was extremely serious?

OR

4 'The key reason for the failure of the General Strike of 1926 was the strength of the
government response!

How far do you agree with this statement?

Option 36.2: Ireland and the Union, ¢1774-1923
EITHER

5 'Inthe years c1774-1830, the rights of Irish Catholics were substantially improved.
How far do you agree with this statement?

OR

6 How accurate is it to say that the role of leading individuals was crucial to the passing
of the 1870 and 1881 Land Acts?

26 © Pearson Education Ltd 2017
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Exemplar response F

Chosen question number:  Question 3 & Question 4 £
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This response received 17 marks.

5 17-20 | » Key issues relevant to the question are explored by a sustained analysis
of the relationships between key features of the period.

« Sufficient knowledge is deployed to demonstrate understanding of the
demands and conceptual focus of the question, and to respond fully to its
demands.

+ Valid criteria by which the question can be judged are established and
applied and their relative significance evaluated in the process of
reaching and substantiating the overall judgement.

* The answer is well organised. The argument is logical and coherent
throughout and is communicated with clarity and precision.
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Exemplar response G

Chosen question number:  Question 3 3 Question 4k’
Qutstlon 5 £ Question 6 £

(m-s 0ot Yo e pavionglisskion. In udd\hon h)H\K,
Yhﬁ(*e s not Yo be any bou%f, rendts. T“e

© Pearson Education Ltd 2017 31



A Level History student exemplars pack ,QIQ,
|earning
for a better future

m Qreré&re Wc\en H~e
actuo) Shees occorreé in 18 Mo 1426 e )
;,,,,\JO\\) ntee,r 5 hﬁd )

o low \ewels a tor\wq of lorties droue Tom

_________ e London Qodklands fo Hyde Park under -~
COfHoured (oS SUQenon i dlivtioute tood ro He

Qeogle. \)\“um!r 1 o\ OH\r\@Q eltorts b e

Mmaged \‘0 ain \r\e i

,,,,,sovoef'r of He prmhar Qower Frans' orr 5
“ond Yooun Qoer\(ets For e_xamgte on ht’: \’mﬁ
onvy \Toof framsgort Workers wenk Yo work.

32 © Pearson Education Ltd 2017



A Level History student exemplars pack ,(/Q,
|earning

ok e

kcuxor\\wmwmu\ﬂm\'eg

he 0\\@(‘(\0&%‘(3 (‘E’.{‘EQDW P\\mé’ﬂ \'h\‘s W1 & \(
(A

© Pearson Education Ltd 2017 33



,&Ay

|earn|ng

a better future

A Level History student exemplars pack

heloed YO Hakler LQ Suggort mm e wod 5

oecowse e were GRnuinely soccestiol. Theg

This response received 10 marks.

3 8-12 + There is some analysis of, and attempt to explain links between, the
relevant key features of the period and the question, although
descriptive passages may be included.

* Mostly accurate and relevant knowledge is included to demonstrate some
understanding of the demands and conceptual focus of the question, but
material lacks range or depth.

« Attempts are made to establish criteria for judgement and to relate the
overall judgement to them, although with weak substantiation.

* The answer shows some organisation. The general trend of the argument
is clear, but parts of it lack logic, coherence and precision.
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Section C

Question 7, Question 8, Question 9 and
Question 10

Option 36.1: Protest, agitation and parliamentary reform in Britain, c1780-1928
EITHER

7 How far do you agree that the passing of the 1832 Representation of the People Act
was the key turning point in the development of parliamentary democracy in the
years 1819-19287

OR

8 'The most dramatic changes in the organisation of political parties, in the years
c1780-1928, took place as a result of the passing of the 1867 Representation of the
People Act!

How far do you agree with this statement?

Option 36.2: Ireland and the Union, ¢1774-1923
EITHER
9 ‘Rebellion and violence achieved little for Irish nationalists in the years ¢1774-1923!

How far do you agree with this statement?

OR

10 How far do you agree that the passing of the Act of Union (1801) was the key turning
point in the evolution of British government policy towards Ireland in the years
c1774-19147
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Exemplar response H
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This response received 9 marks.

3 8-12 « There is some analysis of, and attempt to explain links between, the
relevant key features of the period and the question, although
descriptive passages may be included.

« Mostly accurate and relevant knowledge is included to demonstrate some
understanding of the demands and conceptual focus of the question, but
material lacks range or depth.

+ Attempts are made to establish criteria for judgement and to relate the
overall judgement to them, although with weak substantiation.

* The answer shows some organisation. The general trend of the argument
is clear, but parts of it lack logic, coherence and precision.
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This response received 17 marks.

5 17-20 |+ Key issues relevant to the question are explored by a sustained analysis
of the relationships between key features of the period.

+ Sufficient knowledge is deployed to demonstrate understanding of the
demands and conceptual focus of the question, and to respond fully to its
demands.

« Valid criteria by which the question can be judged are established and
applied and their relative significance evaluated in the process of
reaching and substantiating the overall judgement.

» The answer is well organised. The arqgument is logical and coherent
throughout and is communicated with clarity and precision.
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